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The Department of Music 
Presents in Concert 
Richard Becker, piano 
Sunday, February 5, 2017 
3:00p.m. 
Camp Concert Hall, 
Booker Hall of Music 
PROGRAM 
Sonata No. 21 in B-flat Major, D. 960 
Malta moderato 
Andante sostenuto 
Scherzo: Allegro vivace con delicatezza 
Allegro ma non troppo 
from Seven Piano Fantasies 
Elegy 
Nocturne 





Op. 25, No. 1 in A-flat Major 
Op. 10, No. 5 in G-flat Major 
Op. 10, No. 9 in F Minor 
Op. 10, No. 1 inC Major 
Op. 25, No. 8 in D-flat Major 





Frederic Fran<rois Chopin 
(1810-1849) 
There will be a reception following the performance in the lobby. 
Please silence cell phones, digital watches, and paging devices before the concert. 
Coordinator .of Piano Studies at the 
University of Richmond, Richard 
Becker is a pianist, composer, and 
chamber musician whose playing 
has been acclaimed in Europe 
and America. Playing on college 
campuses, he has frequently toured 
the eastern United States. Becker 
has performed at New York's Alice 
Tully Hall, Town Hall, 92nd Street 
Y, and Carnegie Hall; Washington DC's Library of Congress and 
National Gallery of Art; at the French Embassy; and at Hatch Hall 
of the Eastman School of Music (2015). In Paris, he performed at 
Salle Cortot as First Prize Laureate of the French Piano Institute 
(1996), at l'Ecole Normale de Musique, and at Salle Edmund 
Michelet, a venue of the Cite Internationale des Arts, where he has 
been a frequent artist-in-residence. 
Becker's playing has been described as "powerful" by the 
Washington Post, "admirable in taste and technique" by the 
New York Times, and "brilliant with seamless passagework and 
elegant phrasing" by the Richmond Times-Dispatch. His playing is 
grounded in the tradition of Arthur Schnabel, acquired during his 
study with Leonard Shure while at Boston University (M. Mus.). 
His teaching owes much to the methods of Tobias Matthay, learned 
from Cecile Staub Genhart during his years at the Eastman School 
of Music (B. Mus. and Performers Certificate). Becker taught at 
the University of Texas and Boston University prior to joining the 
faculty at University of Richmond. Becker's performances and 
his own music have been broadcast on NPR, Voice of America, 
WNYC, WETA, WGMS, and WCVE, and have been featured 
during a Marshall University Artist Residency, at National 
Conferences of the Music Teachers National Association, at CMS-
Mid-Atlantic, at Brattleboro Chamber Festival, at the American 
Music Festival of the National Gallery, and atthe James Madison 
University Contemporary Music and the Roxbury (NY) Music 
Festivals. 
Becker has been a MacDowell Colony Fellow and a nominee for 
an American Academy of Arts and Letters award in composition. 
He has received Meet the Composer Grants, Contemporary Music 
Studio grants, and critical acclaim in the press for his compositions. 
As the 2016 recipient of the VMTA Commissioned Composition 
Award, Becker composed Bart6k-Ligeti Piano Variations, which 
was premiered at the VMTA Festival last October at Shenandoah 
Conservatory by its dedicatee, Doris Wylee7 Becker, who will give 
its Richmond premiere performance at the Beckers' Duo Concert, 
March 19,2017, in Camp Concert Hall. 
Becker's compositions were recently featured at the University 
of South Florida's 2016 New Music Festival, together with those 
of nineteen other composers from around the world, including 
Robert Morris, the Festival's honoree. Morris, a celebrated Eastman 
composer, has observed that Becker's piano music "integrates 
Schoenberg and Debussy in a way never heard before-its natural 
and supple eclecticism fits well into the type of new music called 
post-modern, but it also has aspects of modernism, especially 
the expressionistic variety:' After hearing Becker's piano recital 
at Nazareth College in Rochester, New York last October, Morris 
honored Becker by composing for him a composition entitled Inner 
Voices, a "musical poem" in twelve stanzas, which Becker plans to 
premiere in the near future. 
Since 1993, Becker's poetry has been read in journals such 
as America Magazine, Columbia, 7he Baltimore Review, Cold 
Mountain Review, and The Literary Review. His playing and music 
can be heard on CRS and Albany Records and most recently at 
Columbia Journal Online. 
SPRING 2017 DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC CONCERT SERIES 
FREE-No Ticket Required-CAMP CONCERT HALL (unless noted otherwise) 
Mike Davison and the Latin Jazz 
Messengers 
Sunday, February 121 3 p.m. 
Neumann Lecture on Music: 
Listening to Pain 
Deborah Wong, Ph.D., speaker 
Monday, February 20 I 7:30 p.m. 
North Court Choir Room 
Richard Becker aud Doris Wylee-
Becker Duo Piano Recital 
Sunday, March 19 I 3 p.m. 
Ronald Crutcher, cello aud Joanne 
Kong, piano 
Wednesday, March 2217:30 p.m. 
UR Wind Ensemble 
David Niethamer, conductor 
Monday, March 271 7:30p.m. 
Global Sounds Family Concert 
Sunday, April2 I 3 p.m. 
Westhampton Green 
Bruce Stevens, organ 
Monday, April3 I 7:30p.m. 
Cannon Memorial Chapel 
UR Symphony Orchestra 
Wednesday, April 5 I 7:30 p.m. 
UR Jazz Ensemble 
Thursday, April61 7:30p.m. 
UR Schola Cantorum 
and Women's Chorale 
Sunday, April 9 I 3 p.m. 
UR Jazz and Contemporary Combos 
Monday, AprillO I 7:30 p.m. 
UR Chamber Ensembles 
Monday, April17l7:30 p.m. 
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